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ORIGINAL SILVER GHOST 


told ad nauseum however Warren Allport of Autocar recently producec 
further history on this chassis subsequent to the Scottish expeditions that 
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MORE HISTORY OF THE 


lt is well known that the 1907 Rolls-Royce 40-50h.p. chassis No. 551 
fitted with a Roi-de-Belges touring body by Barker and now owned by 


will be of interest. Relevant extracts follow: 


the factory, is technically the only Silver Ghost. The use of this car by 
Claude Johnson to publicise the reliability of Rolls-Royce cars has been 


In 1908 the car was sold to A. M. (Dan) 
Hanbury, one of Rolls-Royce’s travelling inspec- 
tors. During his ownership it covered some 
500,000 miles but little is known of the car until 
just after World War II. 

Towards the end of 1947 Air Marshall Sir 
Alex Coryton mentioned to Rolls-Royce managing 
director Lord Hives that his father-in-law, Mr. 
Hanbury, needed some parts for The Silver Ghost 
and asked if Rolls-Royce could help. Lord Hives 
agreed and on 6 November, 1947 Rolls-Royce 
service manager R. F. Messervey wrote to Dan 
Hanbury asking what parts were needed. Unfor- 
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Whatever is rightly done, however humble 


tunately Mr. Hanbury died before this was as- 
certained and his heirs part-exchanged the car 
with Rolls-Royce who collected the old lady on 


a transporter on 27 October, 1948 with the 
speedometer reading 19,974 miles. 

At that stage the car was in rather a “used” 
state and Rolls-Royce’s first action was to at 
tend to the outward appearance of the polished 
engine parts. That well-known Veteran and 
Vintage car enthusiast Stanley Sears had been 
involved in Rolls-Royce’s acquisition of the ca 
and he lent tyres to get the car on the road for 
display purposes. While this was happening the 


A scale model shipped to the 1939 World Fair in New York. 


car had been sent, on Stanley Sears’ recommen- 
dation. to H. E. Griffin of Haywards Heath for 
a coachwork rebuild. The whole car, including the 
chassis and axle, was stripped of paint and given 
seven coats of filler, stopped and faced down, 
before. finishing in aluminium paint. All the 
plated parts were resilvered and fitted, the tool 
boxes remade, the floor boards repaired and new 
carpet fitted. The leather was also patched where 
necessary. 

At their London service depot at Hythe 
Road, Rolls-Royce undertook a fair amount of 
the mechanical work. 

Early in 1951 Hooper and Co. were entrusted 
with the reupholstery of the car in Connolly hide 
and a complete repaint. This was in preparation 
for a number of publicity appearances which the 
restored Silver Ghost was to make, and 1952 saw 
her at the Brussels Motor Show. Publicity ap- 
pearances continued with little except routine 
maintenance and running repairs right up until 
1957 when the car was used for the Brooklands 
track 50 years celebrations. 

October 1961 saw The Ghost used for a com- 
memoration run from London-Edinburgh, to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of a 1911 40-50 
h.p.’s achievement. Early in 1964 the car was 
taken off the road for a major engine and trans- 
mission overhaul. At the same time the car was 
repainted and the leather given specialist atten- 
tion. Later that year Robert Morley used The 
Silver Ghost in the film “Those Magnificent Men 
in Their Flying Machines.” 

February 1965 saw yet further renewal of 
silver plating on the body fittings and Park Ward 
retrimmed the car in green hide. By January 
1968 the body was again in need of attention 
and Hoopers removed the plated fittings for re- 
silvering. Rolls-Royce, welded and restored the 
fatigued metal, made up a spare wheel steadying 
bracket and carried out a complete re-paint. The 
next year the car went on tour in the U.S.A. 
covering many miles under its own power. 

The speedometer was then reading 62,182 
miles. By this stage the rebuilt wooden wheels 
had covered a considerable mileage and a new 
set was specially made by R. M. Ellis and Son. 

The Silver Ghost took part in the Manchester- 
Blackpool run in June 1972, and in the Rolls- 
Royce 70th anniversary celebrations in June 1974. 
A working car 

The Silver Ghost has gone from one rebuild 
to another since 1948, but it must be remembered 
that all her life she has been — and still is —a 
working car which has not been pampered by 


being kept in a museum. The car had already 
covered over half a million miles by 1948 and the 
total mileage now must be in the region of 
570,000 so one must expect parts to wear out and 
need replacing. Riding in the car to-day is most 
impressive not only for the commanding view over 
the other traffic but also because of the smooth- 
ness, silence and ride comfort which were not at 
all exaggerated by those who wrote of the car 
so many years ago. 

Travelling behind the Ghost is an experience 
too, for the suspension can be seen working hard 
with large movements while the body hardly 
moves at all. The lack of front wheel braking 
keeps speed down to about 30 m.p.h. The foot- 
brake is used purely as a manoeuvring brake, 
all normal stopping being done by the massive 
outside handbrake lever on the driver’s side — 
and very effective it is too. Modern motorists 
brought up on starting by turning a key might 
be surprised to learn that for a cold start the 
induction pipe under the bonnet has first to be 
primed, the petrol tank air valve opened (normally 
it is left in this position) and the tank pressure 
pumped up to 1-11 p.s.i. by hand before flooding 
the carburettor and turning the engine over. 


The original Silver Ghost on tour — 1907. 


There is no self-starter of course, so the big 
engine has to be turned over about eight times 
on the starting handle to draw in the mixture 
then coil and magneto are switched in with the 
ignition retarded. When the engine is warm it 
has been known to perform its party trick of 
starting “on the switch” without being turned 
over by hand. 

That this car should still be performing so 
well to-day after many years and miles have 
passed beneath her wheels is no small tribute 
to the soundness of Sir Henry Royce’s original 
design and the quality of British workmanship. 
Without doubt, Claude Johnson’s exploits with 
The Silver Ghost played a large part in estab- 
lishing the Rolls-Royce reputation for silence, 
smoothness, comfort and long life as well as 
quality of construction and soundness of design. 
Small wonder then that by 1908 the Company 
were proudly proclaiming “British cars are the 
best; and the Rolls-Royce is the best British 
car.” 


THE NEW CORNICHE 


It was announced in January that major 
improvements had been made to the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Corniche saloon and convertible. 

An important new feature is the advanced 
Rolls-Royce Motors fully automatic air-condition- 
ing system. This has the unique ability to main- 
tain separately selected upper and lower level 
interior temperatures. With the power-operated 
hood down the upper system on the convertible 
reverts to manual operation, while the lower 
system continues to operate automatically. 

The new Corniche has the 8:1 compression 
ratio engine with electronic ignition, specified 
for the Silver Shadow in 1975, but fitted with a 
six-silencer dual exhaust system similar to that 
on the Camargue. This latest version of the Rolls- 
Royce aluminium V8 engine can operate on 95 


octane petrol and has been developed {o give im- 
proved fuel consumption. 

The Corniche also now shaves the fully- 
pewered dual braking system fitted to the 
Camargue since August, 1975. 

Some detail changes have been made to the 
Mulliner Park Ward coachwork. The facia, con- 
structed of aluminium for safety reasons, has 
heen re-designed and the wood veneers are now 
attached directly to it. There are new front seats 
and improved seat belt installations. The auto- 
matic speed control switches have Leen incor- 
porated with the gear selector lever and there 
is a dished leather-covered steering wheel. 

The Corniche saloon has fixed rear quarter 
lights and both models have been fitted with 
rear fog warning lamps. 


John and Isabelle Salter in their 1960 S2 Bentley B25CT. 


John and Linda Floyd with SDB 100. 


FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


The last issue of Praeclarvm was a sell-out; 
I have one copy left. We will however be running 
reprints as we are receiving not infrequent re- 
quests for past issues. 

It is quite incredible that we had so few 
errors with so many photos. Everyone picked up 
the two lower racing Rolls on page 167 that were 
transposed and the Treasurer for N.S.W. Branch 
didn’t mind being called Bill Cutte on page 178 
but Peter Ots was apparently alarmed to find on 
page 172 that he had a 1970 Silver Shadow coupe 
when he thought he had bought a 1972 Corniche. 
Rather than have Peter suffer two years de- 
preciation due to my carelessness it should be 
noted that the car is correctly described as a 
1972 Rolls-Royce Corniche — H. J. Mulliner — 
Park Ward 2 door coupe, chassis CRH 11876. 

Peter Ots has highlighted an interesting 
problem with Shadows, in that to the observer 
a 1965 Silver Shadow is the same as a 1976 car. 
As the world of second hand car dealers seems 
to rely on either model names distinctive to a 
year or two, or else on the actual year of manu- 
facture there seems to be a case for establishing 
some means of identification. The obvious clue 
is the chassis number. The factory now manu- 
factures two cars, the Phantom VI which has a 
very distinctive chassis number and is difficult 
to confuse with the Shadow (the Phantom has 
more leg room in the back) and the Silver 
Shadow. The T Series Bentley, the long wheel 
base Shadow, the Corniche and Camargue are 
all known by the Factory as ‘Derivatives.” Re- 
gardless of the “derivative” each car made with 
the exception of tne Phantom, gets a consecutive 
number and the nature of the derivative is de- 
scribed by the alphabetic prefix as detailed in 
the Club register. Hence the first Shadow made 
received the number 1001. In 1972 we have Peter 
Ots’ car inthe 1100 range and in February 
this year the Factory was building cars well into 
the 20,000’'s. 

If you are contemplating buying a Shadow 
or derivative how do you arrive at “the year?” 
It seems that this term is as meaningless as the 
traditional term ‘Horsepower.’ If you were to 
order now, a Camargue upholstered with the skins 
of Jeft footed marsupial ostriches (a fairly rare 
commodity) the car could be some years being 
delivered although the factory would allocate a 
chassis number as soon as the order was received 
e.g., in 1976. Add the building time and shipping 
delays and you could be registering your 
Camargue for the first time in say 1979. Is it 
then a 1976 or a 1979 car? The chassis number 
would be most misleading as the following chassis 
number with car could have scuttled through 
the factory, the Seaman’s Union and past the 
wharfies and been delivered in 1977. 

I realise that this dissertation is academic 
but I was startled to hear from an owner recently 
about his ‘1969’ Shadow with a chassis number 
in the 1600’s. If it is important to know the 
manufacture date and your local distributor has 
no record of the car of your choice a cable to 
the factory should clarify the matter. 


The Federal Secretary waiting for someone to write his profile. 


During a recent holiday with my family in 
Queensland I had the pleasure of sharing an 
outing with our Northern Branch at Beenleigh. 
It was an excellent opportunity to meet fhe 
Branch Executive and see some interesting cars, 
details of which will appear in the next issue. 
Preliminary bookings for accommodation for the 
1977 Federal Rally have been made and all mem- 
bers should receive some information in the near 
future. You may be interested to know that I 
tock my Holden from Sydney to Murwillumbah 
on the Motorail, at a cost of $40.00 each way. 
The procedure was very simple and efficient. 
The catch was that cars over 5’ 1” in height 
cannot be. accommodated on the special double- 
decker trucks. A Silver Dawn is 5’ 6” and a Cloud 
5’ 2”. A Shadow would fit. As I believe many 
members would be interested in this service I am 
investigating the possibility of using standard 
flat top wagons at the Motorail price. I will 
keep you informed. 

The Draft Constitution has now been passed 
by N.S.W., S.A. and Victoria Branches. Wes- 
tern Australia have accepted the Draft in 
Committee and will be voting on 5th December, 
1976. Another aspect of the effort involved with 
this exercise, appeared with the printer’s bill 
listing 32 hours composing time. It appears how- 
ever on present trends that all efforts have been 
worthwhile. 

People news is sad. Past member Bill Fagan 
of Mandurama N.S.W. has passed away and Alvin 
Hancock’s wife Heather was involved in a bad 
vehicle accident. Although seriously injured I 
understand she is now on the road to recovery. 
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After the little burst of publicity I gave 
Justin Scott-Douglas last issue I was startled 
to learn that he has resigned from the Victoria 
Branch. Justin is a superb photographer and I 
can only hope that he keeps contact with the 
Club if only to serve my own selfish requirements. 

I have been advised that a new Club has 
been formed in New Zealand out of the ashes of 
the Rolls-Royce Owners Club, termed the New 
Zealand Rolls-Royce and Bentley Club Inc. The 
Secretary Mrs. Joy Schofield has issued an in- 
vitation to meet any of our members at Karcri 
Wellington or the Northern Area Secretary, War- 
ren King at 12 Tuhaeve Street, Orakei, Auckland. 
We wish the new Club every success for the 
future and look forward to closer relations. 

There have been new executives elected in 
South Australia and Queensland and we offer 
to the ‘new officers our congratulations and every 
assistance with their endeavours. 

Lastly I would like to record my thanks to 
Don Appleby of York Motors who has kindly lent 
a pre-war set of factory Bulletins to the Club 
from which I will be able to re-produce some 
historically interesting photos. 

BILL COBURN. 


ROLLS-ROYCE WIN 

Rolls-Royce Motors has obtained a court 
order in New York barring Custom Cloud Motors 
Inc., of Florida from marketing its $3,000 kit 
which makes a Chevrolet Monte Carlo look like a 
Rolls, UPI reports. In granting the motion for a 
temporary injunction, Manhattan Federal Judge 
Thomas Griesa said that he found “without 
hestitation” that the kit, including an exact 


replica of the Rolls-Royce hood, “falsely repre- 
sents that its origin is Rolls-Royce.” 


New Honorary Life Member — Gavin Sandford-Morgan. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BENTLEY 
MASCOT 
Over the years, the Bentley car mascot has 
appeared in a huge variety of sizes, shapes and 
materials. But in whatever form it takes, the 
winged ‘B” has attracted the same brand of 
fierce loyalty from every generation of Bentley 
car drivers. 

The mascot was first seen at the Olympia 
Motor Show in 1923. It was conceived by F. Gor- 
don Crosby, a notable motoring artist, who de- 
signed the original Bentley radiator badge in 
1921, Made of bronze, and with a massive wing- 
span of some ten inches, this rugged and im- 
pressive mascot was not the success it was 
intended to be. The wings obscured the view 
of the road, and quite often fractured, damaging 
the bonnet and windscreen. This called for a 
reduction in size and weight, and a lighter, smaller 
version soon took its place. 

In 1932, following the surprise take-over of 
the “Old Company” by Rolls-Royce Limited, the 
Sales Department held an open competition to 
seek a more acceptable mascot design for the 
new car that would bear the Bentley name. The 
results of the competition, however, proved to be 
totally unsatisfactory. Even the suggestions made 
by the legendary Charles Sykes, who created the 
“Spirit of Ecstacy” figure for the Rolls-Royce, 
were rejected. It was finally decided that the 
“B” for Bentley was the most acceptable and 
every subsequent mascot design has been based 
on this famous letter. 

Several variations were mounted onto the 
bonnet during the seven years of Derby Bentley 
production. The rarest of these has but a single 
wing trailing over and behind the ‘B”. During 
the thirties a backwards leaning “B” was more 
common, but this soon gave way to the familiar 
forward-leaning model. Even this though was 
subject to changes in style, in some instances 
purely as a matter of owner preference. 

The present Bentley mascot is the ultimate 
derivation of the many designs of the past, and 
is unikely ever to change. 

R-R Dealers’ Journal. 


FROM FRED ROBINSON 

While in England recently, at the suggestion 
of Tom Clarke, I called to see Johnathan Harley 
of Harley Engineering of “Baracot,” Alveston, 
Strathford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, who not only 
does mechanical restoration of Silver Ghosts, but 
also manufactures many S.G. parts. 

His list of parts in stock include ebonite 
distributor parts, brass terminals, caps, plugs, 
air pressure fittings, hub caps for artillery 
wheels, exhaust fittings, including the large 
castellated nuts, and magneto drive parts. His 
prices seem to be fairly high compared with mass 
production pieces, but probably not as high as 
the $15.00 per hour and upwards which is charged 
by machine shops in Australia. 

] saw some of his workmanship on Chassis 
No. 756 the recently restored 1908 model and it 
was excellent. 

Incidentally it was Johnathan Harley who 
had the fire reported in Praeclarvm recently. but 
fortunately 756 and also Derek Hartley’s S.G. 
were among those rescued. 


New Honoray Life Member — Jack Odgers. 


PROFILE OF OUR NEW PRESIDENT 

Tf enthusiasm and ownership are a guide, 
Maleolm Jones is abundantly qualified for his 
new role as Federal President of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club. He has owned five Silver Ghosts, 
a 20 h.p. saloon, a Bentley S3 Continental, a Silver 
Cloud III and a New Phantom. 

His present stable includes a ‘1921 Silver 
Ghost (24LG) now being restored, a 1963 Silver 
Cloud III (SWD 383) and a 1928 New Phantom 
(96 AL). He also has first option on a pre-owned 
Silver Shadow on the water. 

When it arrives the Cloud stays. If something 
has to go, it will be one of the non-Rolls stabled 
at the Johns’ home in St. Ives, a Sydney North 
Shore suburb. They include a 1914 Sunbeam 12/16, 
a Leyland Lorry (circa 1918), an unrestored 1920 
Peugeot 163 and a late model Volvo. 

Malcolm’s interest in cars and R-Rs dates 
back to his tender years. At the age of thir- 
teen he became the owner of a dismantled and 
forlorn Singer Le Mans and put it together, thus 
cutting his teeth in the restoration art. The task 
had scarcely been completed when he saw a 
magnificent Silver Ghost thundering down a 
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Malcolm Johns being Federal President. 


nearby road. The sight enthralled him — and he 
decided on the spot that nothing less than a 
Ghost would do. Unlike most dreamers, however, 
Malcolm did something about it, selling his be- 
loved camera gear to raise £85 to buy a locally 
advertised Ghost. 

That was in 1956, a year which coincided 
with the inaugural meeting of the R.R.O.C. Mal- 
colm himself was only sixteen, too young to drive 
legally, so he had to wait impatiently for his 
parents to go out, before taking sneak trips 
around the block. 

His arrival home with a Silver Ghost pro- 
duced the predictable amount of horror. His 
father later took the car for a run around neigh- 
bouring suburbs. Maleolm was dismayed when 
his father had trouble with the gears and failed 
to solve the mysteries of the braking system. 
Even worse, the machine ran out of petrol! But 
by then the Ghost had worked its special brand 
of magic. Mr. Johns, Senior, was so intrigued by 
the machine that he became an instant en- 
thusiast. He never got round to buying an R-R 
for himself, but his well equipped workshop 
(model-making is his long-standing hobby) has 
since turned out an impressive array of parts 
for Ghosts and Phantoms. 

Malcolm still finds time for photography, 
music and model making, especially model trains. 
His main interest, of course, is his family. He 
married Roz in 1964 and they now have two 
delightful daughters — Prudence, 8, and Sophie, 
6. Sophie, by the way, was born on her father’s 
birthday. This happened to be the day he attended 
his first R.R.O.C. meeting as State Secretary and 
he was called away from the meeting to greet 
the new arrival. 

Malcolm’s professional career started in 1962 
when he collected a law degree from Sydney 
University. He founded his law firm in 1966. It 
is now the centre and main component of his 
varied business interests. 

He remains an avid Rolls-Royee owner, sell- 
ing a machine only when necessary. He wryly 
recalls that his second Silver Ghost, a 1909 model 
with an ex-1930 Marmon body, cost £100 when he 
bought it in 1957. He restored the car. Later, 
when he had to sell it to meet some University 
commitments, he was more than happy to accept 
£150. Not long ago that same chassis sold for 
$22,000 — without a body! 
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1928 Phantom | Lime Windavers 96 AL — Malcalm Johns. 


Despite his dedication to the marque, Mal- 
colm was slow to join the R.R.O.C., taking the 
plunge in 1965 after buying a 20h.p. saloon with 
a Martin and King fabric body from David Lark- 
ing. Fortunately for the R.R.O.C., few newcomers 
have been more active. By 1970 he was State 
Secretary, a year later Vice-President. In 1972 
he was appointed a delegate to the C.V.V.T.M.C. 
He then became a Federal Delegate and, in 1974/ 
75, Federal Secretary. 

In addition to membership of our Club, our 
new Federal President is also a member of the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club Inc. and the Bentley Drivers’ Club. 
He feels especially privileged in being invited to 
join the most elite of all Rolls-Royce Clubs, the 
20-Ghost Club. Naturally, he accepted and is one 
of only three Australian Members. 

Malcolm faces his task as Federal President 
with great enthusiasm. He seeks to further 
the national and international spirit of the Club 
and is keen to see the Australian movement 
develop into a more cohesive national club, united 
by common interest rather than separated by 
State boundaries. 

When time permits, he enjoys repairing and 
maintaining his cars. “I don’t profess to be an 
expert mechanic,” he says. “I can usually keep 
the car going. There are exceptions, of course, 
as on the trip to Bendigo when a big end ran!” 

“When you’ve worked on any Rolls-Royce, 
especially a Ghost, you realise fully that Sir 
Henry firmly practised his principle, ‘Whatsoever 
is rightly done, no matter how humble, is noble’.” 

Pedr Davis. 


1956 Silver Cloud $ZB 241 — Keith Hancock. 


HYDRAULIC SLUDGE 

The problem of seized hvdraulic brake 
evlinders was recently highlighted on the National 
TV programme “Torque.” This malady is well 
known to members of this Club, particularly those 
with post war cars. The indications are usually 
a loss of some braking power and possibly a leak- 
age of brake fluid from the wheel evlinders. 

It is easy to imagine the hvdraulics of a car 
as being a closed or sealed svstem and if left alone, 
will perform indefinitely. Unfortunatelv, modern 
brake fluids have a property of absorbine moist- 
ure from the air which in turn separates from 
the oil and settles to the bottom of evlinders and 
rusts the finelv sround surfaces. In addition the 
movement of rubber seals generates fine part- 
icles of rubber and metal; these combine with 
old residues from the oil making a very effective 
glue. 

If a car has been allowed to sit for a long 
period with this sludge in its system, the pistons 
seize in the wheel cylinders and no amount of 
pedal pressure will move them. Co-incidentally 
I have come across four such cases in the last 
vear. Each car had suffered so much corrosion 
in the wheel cylinders, it was necessary to sleeve 
them with brass; a procedure that avoids future 
corrosion problems. 

The recommended prophylaxis is to drain and 
flush the system once per vear. If this is done 
from the start probably little damage would 
accrue. It is useless however to try to flush a 
ten year old system since sludge has probably 
accumulated which can only be removed by dis- 
mounting and physical scraping. 


A ROLLS-ROYCE IN RUSSIA 


Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin, revolutionary, dic- 
tator, founder of modern communist Russia — the 
possibility seemed remote that he used a Rolls- 
Royce for everyday transport. Yet years ago I 
seemed to remember seeing a photo or reading 
some article in a magazine about a Rolls-Royce 
somewhere in Moscow which belonged to Lenin. 

Before leaving Australia on a triv abroad, 
with special emphasis to find this mythical motor 
car in Moscow (if it did indeed exist), I followed 
many channels, such as contacting curators of 
science, museums and various institutes, both in 
Sydney and Canberra, to establish the possibility 
of this car’s existence, but to no avail. 1 was 
reluctant to contact the Soviet Embassy in 
Canberra, as I felt they might not understand 
my reasons for wanting to view such a chariot, 
and question my motives, and in the long run 
cancel my visa! Having been to Russia previously, 
I knew what red tape was all about, and how all 
bookwork had to be done in triplicate and then 
double again, so I felt it best to keep things 
simple. 

I left Australia by a Qantas flight for Japan 
and stayed several days in one of my favourite 
cities, Tokyo. It is such a busy and progressive 
city, the number of people and cars being really 
incredible. 


From Tokyo, it is a pleasant ten hour day- 
light flight to Moscow. The first time I did 
this flight was on a Ilvushin 62, a Russian-built 
jet similar to the British VC10. This time 
it was on board a Japanese Airliner, and most 
of mv fellow passengers were excited Japanese 
all set to embark on a grand tour of Europe. 

On my arrival at Moscow Airport, after 
Customs and Immigration, the last official to 
confront me, to my surprise, asked me which 
hotel I would like to stay in. Having previously 
staved at the Rossea (Hotel Russia — with 
three thousand bedrooms — the largest in the 
world). I thought 1 would like a change and re- 
quested the new Intourist Hotel. I was 
then bundled into a taxi, and driven towards 
Moscow at breakneck speed, past the new In- 
tourist Hotel. I then saw the Rossea disappear- 
ing in the distance. and then travelled around a 
true maze of streets, worried about where I would 
end up. After careering down more one-way 
streets, I ended up at the Rossea, and pro- 
tested vehemently that I was at the wrong 
Hotel. but was dumped at the desk by my non- 
English speaking driver. I was actually booked in 
at this Hotel, and nobody, including myself, could 
understand the request for the other Hotel, and 
the confusion which followed. I found out later 
that the other Hotel, only recently finished, was 
just not functioning efficiently, as all the 
staff were too new. 

The next morning 1 met my guide, who ex- 
plained that I was an important visitor 


to their country (was it because I had been brave 


Lenin’s Ralls-Rayce. 
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enough to return for a second round of red tape?). 
When she asked me if there was anywhere special 
I wanted to see, I explained that I wanted 
to visit different places from my last visit, and 
also I wanted to find and view the motor car 
used by Lenin, she did not know of such a car, 
but stated that she would find out this point for 
me in her lunch hour. After a morning tour of 
the Kremlin, she went back to her office for lunch, 
and on our next meeting, she told me she had 
found out about a car, and we would visit this 
the next morning. I could hardly wait. 

My guide had found out that ten Rolls-Royce 
motor cars had been purchased (a great emphasis 
was placed on the word ‘purchased’ as opposed 
to being confiscated from the nobility. or some 
other illicit source), by a Soviet Ambassador who 
bought the cars in London for the Russian Gov- 
ernment. The Ambassador’s name was Fracin, 
and the year was 1921-1922. One of the cars was 
Lenin’s Rolls-Royce — the one remaining in the 
Lerin museum in Moscow. Lenin’s Rolls-Royce 
had indeed survived, and we would visit it to- 
morrow! 

The Lenin museum is just off Red Square in 
Ploshchad Revolutsii. Red Square is the heart 
of Moscow; at the other end is the Moscow River, 
with St. Basils and the Rossea Hotel just beside 
it, and on one side is the Kremlin (now the seat 
of the Russian Government). The Wall of the 
Kremlin forms an impressive border to Red 
Square, and the red granite mausoleum, contain- 
ing the glass-encased, embalmed body of Lenin 
is just in front of the wall. It is an enormous 
Square, and on the other side is Gum’s depart- 
ment Store — a maze of domed and arched ar- 
cades. 

On entering the Lenin museum, one is con- 
fronted with articles associated with the whole 
life of Lenin, as well as a moss of propaganda. 
Photos of his early childhood, his shirts, his lace 
handkerchief, coats, tophats, cane, letters, and a 
replica of his study — his full life lies before 
you. These are all in glass showcases on the 
ground floor. I was too anxious to view the piece 
de resistance, but had to follow the party line 
and show interest in all the other bric a brac. 
The guide and I then took the escalator to 
the first floor where to our left at the end of the 
corridor was a gleaming Rolls-Royce. There it 
was — the Rolls-Royce used by Lenin, the world’s 
number one Communist, as his own means of 
transport — the world’s best car. 1 approached 
the car with caution, thinking any second it would 
dissolve into thin air, or I would awake from a 
dream. My excitement was intense. 

The car bore a plaque, Rolls-Royce 1921-1922 
Lenin. The car itself was in a special alcove, and 
in wonderful condition. It is a Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost, with a body possibly by Mann Egerton, 
and is an open tourer with the hood down. The 
body colour is gleaming black, with equally shin- 
ing silver metalware and black upholstery. The 
car had three doors, none for the driver. It is 
roped off to keep visitors just beyond touching 
distance, and is sitting on four wooden jacks, the 
tyres just touching the ground, and giving the 
appearance of being inflated. The car is complete, 
to a Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, having two spare 


tyres, one on either side of the front mudguards. 
It is difficult to photograph as there is a large 
frosted glass window behind the car, and daylight 
enters the museum from the windows. It is cer- 
tainly in pride of place, and looks most impressive, 
being the largest and mst important item used 
by Lenin to remain intact until today. Every- 
thing else in the museum is mere trivia by com- 
parison. 

Afterwards, in the same building, I was taken 
to a theatrette where a propaganda film was 
shown on the life of Lenin, the commentary being 
in Russian. The guide and I sat in the back of 
the theatre, so that the Russian could be 
interpreted for me. There were several movie 
scenes of Lenin in this motor car, travelling 
around their vast countryside, and being greeted 
everywhere by jubilant crowds. 

Anything else I saw in Moscow or Russia 
was certainly not as important to me as 
this car, and to a dedicated Rolls-Royce enthusiast, 
this was surely the highlight. The next afternoon, 
on my own, I returned to the museum, and headed 
straight for the car. 1 sat on a seat nearby, and 
took photos, and listened to groups of visiting 
Russians. They would walk up to the car with 
their guide who would speak at length in Russian; 
the only words I could understand were when the 
guide would say Lenin or Rolls-Royce. This was 
the car which Lenin used for his everyday trans- 
port. 
Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin’s Rolls-Royce is alive 
and well, and in pride of place in the museum in 
Moscow, truly a great acknowledgment of the 
world’s leading carmaker — ‘Rolls-Royce.’ 

Bryan Inder. 


SOME HISTORY AND A WRAITH 


A friend of mine, Bertie Power, who owns 
historic Portee station, on the river Murray, near 
Blanche Town in South Australia, provided me 
with the accompanying photograph of a Rolls- 
Royce 25/30 h.p. Wraith H. J. Mulliner touring 
limousine. 

As a lad and young man Bert lived with his 
uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tennant, at 
Seafield Tower, 6, Seawell, Glenele. This fine 
residence was built conjointly as a divided man- 
sion by Sir Henry Ayres and Sir Thomas Elder. 
The two gentlemen used to join each other for 
pleasant tippling sessions in the tower. 

The Tennant’s transport was a Silver Ghost 
Barker limousine which had been displayed at 
the Wembley Exhibition in 1923 or 4. Bert is 
trying to locate a photo of it. 

In 1938 Mrs. Tennant, then widowed, cabled 
Bert from London to send her money for the 
purchase of a new Rolls to supplement the Silver 
Ghost, to wit the above mentioned Wraith. 
Bert replied suggesting that for such a price 
she could buy a Buick every year for the rest 
of her life. A return cable from Mrs. Tennant 
bluntly asserted “This one will do me for the 
rest of my life.” So the Wraith was duly pur- 
chased for some £Stg. 2,800 and shipped to Ade- 
laide. It was exhibited at the Royal Show in 1938, 
suitably cordoned off from the admiring public 
who flocked there to view it. I know several 
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1938 Wraith body by H. J. Mulliner. 


people who remember the car and it was appar- 
ently a crowd pleaser of the greatest magnitude. 
It was finished in burgundy and featured an 
electric division and an opening panel above the 
windscreen, a device I have hitherto not known. 
This can be seen in the picture. 

I have heard many amusing stories connected 
with this car. On one occasion Mrs. Tennant’s 
great nephew, David Knuckey, at the age of 15, 
“borrowed” it from the coach house, undetected 
by the chauffeur, to visit and appropriately im- 
press a young friend! 

David, in adult life, often drove the Wraith 
and tells me it was a delight to handle and had 
excellent performance. From the sumptuous com- 
fort of the rear compartment, Mrs. T. had no 
inkling of what speed it was really travelling. 

Mrs. Tennant so treasured the car that 
it was forbidden for children to enter it. The 
policy was only relaxed when Bert’s brother, the 
famous operatic tenor, Laurence Power, returned 
from America with his family for a holiday. And 
then someone allowed a rear door to be forced 
back by a gust of wind, damaging the hinges, 
and necessitating it to be inelegantly roped- 
to until repaired. 

In those days Bert practised as a lawyer and 
used to drive the car into the City when going 
to his office. On returning to the Bay in the 
evening he often gave a lift to a certain very 
large and prominent sporting gent of modest 
means but expensive tastes. On one occasion 
the Wraith ran out of petrol by the Bank of 
Adelaide in King Street. Bert instructed 
the very well known and immaculately attired 
personage to occupy the driver’s seat while he 
adjourned diagonally across the intersection to 
borrow some petrol coupons from Des Leahy in 
his Imperial Hotel. Bert has always liked the 
atmosphere of hotels and by the time he had 
acquired the coupons, had a few snorts, and sum- 
monsed the R.A.A. with petrol, an hour or so 
had lapsed. The large and corpulent character at 
the wheel of the Rolls was red in the face and 
livid with rage and greeted Bert with “What 
the hell do you think you’re doing to me, Power?” 
As aforesaid he was very well known. For the 
duration of his incumbency of the Rolls’ driver's 
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seat, peak period pedestrians had poked fun at 
him, called him names and addressed him with 
rude remarks. 

In the early post-war years Kathleen Ten- 
nant sold her half of Seafield Tower. In earlier 
vears Mr. and Mrs. Tennant had assembled from 
the British Isles and the Continent one of 
the finest collections in the Southern Hemisphere 
of antique furniture, china, crystal and interior 
decorations. There was an emphasis on French 
Buhl furniture. Bert still has some of it which is 
strikingly magnificient. An exhibition of the items 
was staged by Maples of Prahran, Melbourne and 
they were then sold. 

Bert purchased Portee station from Mrs. 
Tennant. He has faithfully maintained its charac- 
ter and is but the fifth owner. The first was 
the illustrious Edward John Eyre who then en- 
joyed the oflicial title of Protector of Aborigines 
and pioneered irrigation from the Murray. I have 
seen the remains of his police barracks at Moorun- 
die, on Portee. During the tenancy of the second 
owner, Eardley Heywood, a hotel, the Whipstick, 
was operated on the river front. Near its remains 
and on the bottom of the Murray lies the 
Water Witch, the ship which provisioned E. J. 
Evre on his epic journey to Albany in 1840. The 
Whipstick was flooded out in the mid 1850s. 'The 
licence was transferred to the newly built (and 
still operating) Blanche Town Hotel in 1858. 


The Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost was exchanged 
with a person in Broken Hill for a then current 
model Austin Eight. The Wraith was sub- 
sequently sold in Tasmania when Mrs. Tennant 
went there to live. It would be interesting to learn 
whether these cars survive. Does anyone know? 
Both had been maintained in an exemplary man- 
ner. The Wraith is one of the finest looking 
R-Rs I have seen pictured, with its typically 
elegant H. J. Mulliner coachwork. One can imagine 
it in gleaming burgundy! 

John Bull. 
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THE GRILL 

The 20 men who work in the sheet metal 
department at Crewe are probably the most 
famous exponents of the Entasis principle in the 
world, apart that is, from Kallikrates the de- 
signer of the Parthenon in Athens. 

Entasis is an architectural term used for 
defining the deliberate bowing or convexing of 
flat surfaces in order to create the illusion of 
rectilinearity. To put it in simpler terms, a flat 
surface can sometimes look concave. Shiny flat 
surfaces also tend to retain light rather than 
reflect it. 

The men in the sheet metal department at 
Crewe use. this principle when they are making 
the most famous part of the Rolls-Royce car — 
the radiator. (They also produce other not so 
famous parts, for example, cross-members and 
headlamp fairings.) Each of the 11 pieces of 
top quality stainless steel, which together form 
the outer shell or cowl of the radiator, are rolled 
to make them slightly bowed before they are 
soft soldered together in a fashion and with a° 
skill that can unquestionably be called a work 
of wonder. 

To the naked eye the radiator top, seems to 
be all one piece, the front looking as if it has 
been bent over from the flat top. 

Actually every piece of the cowl is soldered 
together. The whole thing is entirely hand made, 
taking one and a half days to create. The men 
produce about 60 a week. Years of accumulated 
skill enable these men to dispense with measuring 
instruments, thus each radiator differs imper- 
ceptibly from the next. 

Understandably all the men in the depart- 
ment are very proud of their work. They are all 
extremely skilled with an average record of 25 
years. 

They maintain that no sheet metal worker 
anywhere in the country no matter how skilled 
could walk into their department and make a 
radiator. 

When each part has been soldered together, 
the whole unit is polished for five hours. This 
gives it a lustre arguably finer than the brightest 
chrome. 

After polishing, the radiator is checked and 
the badge affixed. Another department will fit 
the vanes. Up until 1958 on the Silver Wraith 
these vanes opened and shut to control the cooling 
requirements of the engine. All other post-war 
models other than the Phantom IV had fixed 
vanes. 

The basic radiator design has not been 
changed in nearly 70 years. The ‘Spirit of Ecstasy’ 
was added in 1911. IT IS NOT TRUE THAT THE 
RED ROLLS-ROYCE BADGE WAS CHANGED 
TO BLACK ON THE DEATH OF SIR HENRY 
ROYCE. A COMPANY MINUTE AUTHORISING 
THE CHANGE EXISTS WITH HIS SIGNATURE. 

Each shell is built to last for ever. Recently 
a 40 year old radiator arrived in the department, 
for cleaning and checking. Once it had been 
polished it looked brand new. Only a bad accident 
could damage the radiator and even that would 
not necessarily open the joints. 

About 15 years ago a flagpole fell onto the 
radiator of the Queen’s Phantom. It was dented 
slightly but the joints never opened. 


TESTIMONIAL DINNER 
TO A. E. (BERT) WARD, ESQ. 

On August 28, 1976, A. E. (Bert) Ward Esq., 
probably the oldest living Rolls-Royce Mechanic, 
celebrated the Sixtieth Anniversary of his as- 
sociation with Rolls-Royce motor cars. 

In his honcur a surprise dinner was held 
and attended by executives of Rolls-Royce of 
Australia Pty. Limited, York Motors (Sales) 
Pty. Limited and the Rolls-Royee Owners’ Club 
of Australia, as well as by several of his very 
close personal friends. 

Amongst those attending were James Matt- 
hews of Rolls-Royce of Australia Pty. Limited, 
Don Appleby of York Motors (Sales) Pty. Limited 
and Malcolm Johns, the Federal President of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


A. E, (Bert) Ward. 


The dinner was held at the Revesby Workers’ 
Club which is only a short distance from Bert 
Ward’s home. It was a great surprise for him. 
The Federal President spoke of Bert Ward’s long 
association with the Best Car in the World. 

Bert was born near Birmingham in England 
in 1902 and he and his family migrated to Aus- 
tralia in 1913. On August 28, 1916 he obtained 
employment with the Rolls-Royce Service Depot, 
Sydney as a “general useful.” At that time, he 
was too young to become apprenticed and it was 
not until 1918 that he became indentured. 

Subsequently, Dalgety Australia Limited 
obtained the Rolls-Royce agency and Bert trans- 
ferred to that Company. The Company had sent 
Mr. Alf Appleby, to Australia to take charge of 
the repair depot. He was a factory trained 
mechanic. 

With the advent of the Great Depression, 
employment became tenuous, resulting in Alf 
Appleby and Bert Ward leaving Dalgetys and in 
January 1931, forming a partnership called 
Appleby and Ward. By 1933 their efforts were 
well rewarded and the Company granted Appleby 
and Ward an agency. After World War II, Appleby 


and Ward decided to dispose of their interest to 
York Motors Proprietary Limited. They remained 
in that Company’s employment until 1948 when 
Alf Appleby retired. Bert Ward continued to 
work until his retirement in 1967. Since that 
time, Bert has remained actively engaged in 
assisting owners of early cars with technical 
advice. 


Don Appleby, son of late A. J. Appleby. 


Maleolm Johns presented Bert Ward with an 
inscribed book on behalf of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia as a token of the 
esteem with which he is held by members. He 
was also honoured to present Mrs. Beatrice Ward 
with a porcelain dish and to present Bert Ward 
with a magnificent pair of solid gold cuff links 
which had been specially sent for the occasion 
from England by Rolls-Royce Motors Limited. 


20 h.p. CATALOGUE OF 
' PARTS 


First batch completely sold out. Further supply 
now immediately available ex stock. 

Handbound reprints of 20 h.p. Catalogue of Parts. 
Hardback covers in maroon leather cloth with 
gold leaf printing. 

Profusely illustrated and with major dimensions 
shown on many parts. Extremely useful in helping 
with repairs or rebuilds of any of the ‘small’ 
Rolls-Royces. No illustrated parts catalogues were 
ever made for the 20/25 or 25/30 models 
Excellent value at £10.50 each plus 50p for post 
and packing in UK, or £3 for mail anywhere. 
1928 Supplement to above. Similar contents and 
format but this virtually is a 20/25. 116 pages, 
bound in hardback blue leather cloth. 

Good value at £8.50 plus 50p for post and packing 
in UK, or £3 for air mail anywhere. 

Cheques payable to Northern Section RREC. 
Note: Similar reprints for other models are in 
course of preparation. 

Orders to Northern Treasurer, RREC, 539, Moor 
End Road, Mount Tabor, Halifax, England. 
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EARLY COACHBUILDERS IN SYDNEY 


Ian Irwin of Canberra had a book of 1917 
vintage, which had advertisements of motor body 
specialists in Sydney. Our editor asked me how 
many IJ knew carried out work on Rolls-Royce 
cars in that period. 

In 1917 there were four Coachbuilders in 
Sydney, but only two were used by Rolls-Royce 
owners. These were John Mackay and Sons of 
169-277 Riley Street, Surry Hills; Angas and 
Son of Castlereagh Street, Sydney, between 
Bathurst and Park Streets; The Surry Motor and 
Coachbuilding Co. of Parramatta Road, Peter- 
sham; and Properts Ltd. of King Street, New- 
town. 

On page 63 of Praeclarvm there is an adver- 
tisement for Miller Bros. of Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney. They carried out all the upholstering 
work required by Angas and Son. 

John Mackay had three sons; Bob was the 
eldest and on his father’s death Bob took control. 
One son was a high class coachbuilder, and the 
other a high class painter. The company carried 
out most of the work on Rolls-Royce cars includ- 
ing repairs, repainting and alterations and they 
were experts. 

The only new body I knew they built on a 
Rolls-Royce chassis was in 1938 when they built 
a body on Wraith chassis WRB38 through 
Appleby and Ward for Mr. P. A. Wilson of 
Barraba, N.S.W., but in the early days they had 
90 per cent. of the Rolls-Royce work in Sydney. 
They carried out repairs for Appleby and Ward 
during 1945-47 when the Duke of Gloucester was 
out here as Governor-General on his three Rolls- 
Royce cars, they even ducoed the baby’s pram. 
It was after this period that they faded out of 
business. 

Angas and Son had a very good business, 
and they built a good body. The ones I know 
were on Silver Ghost chassis No. 2448 Mr. J. 
Whitnew, 10AD W. J. Adams, 7 BD D. Bengiman. 
In the early 1920’s they built a touring body on 
chassis No. 1194 for Mr. H. J. Soloman which 
was a veteran chassis that had been rebuilt by 
Rolls-Rovce after the war, and purchased by Mr. 
Soloman in England. The head coachbuilder of 
Angas and Son was Walter Moriarty and all their 
bodies were of English Ash and Aluminium. 

The Surry Motor and Coachbuilders Co. was 
owned by a Mr. Buckingham, who was also the 
owner of a big store in Oxford Street, Bucking- 
hams Ltd. 

In 1914 Mr. Buckingham (as history was 
told to me) was keen to obtain the agency for 
Rolls-Royce cars in N.S.W., so he ordered three 
Silver Ghost chassis as he had the means of 
building a good body up to Rolls-Royce standards. 
In his employ he had three good tradesmen named 
Jackson, Jones and Collins, who were Englishmen. 
Later, as we know these three men started 
their own business. Mr. Buckingham was unlucky 
in obtaining these chassis as World War I started 
Ath August, 1914 and the War Office took over 
all Rolls-Royce chassis not at the coachbuilders. 
So Mr. Buckingham had to wait till 1920 before 
getting his three chassis, which were at pre-war 
price. 


In 1919 when B. A. Peat returned to England 
under Sir H. Royce’s orders, negotiations began 
for Dalgety and Co. Ltd., to obtain the Rolls- 
Royce Agency in several states of Australia. 
As Mr. Buckingham did not get the agency, he 
sold a chassis to Mr. I. Mitchell, Wholesale Grocer 
in Sydney and built a hard top touring body on 
same. This chassis is now owned by Mr. Markoff 
of Victoria. Chassis 28TW was sold to Mr. West- 
brook, of Westbrook Shoes, Sydney and a touring 
body was fitted. This chassis was destroyed dur- 
ing the war years. 


Phantom Il 17 TC — Ewan Cameron. 


On chassis 75AE, Mr. Buckingham built a 
touring body and used it himself for a few years. 
This car is still in original condition and owned 
by Peter Gargett of Brisbane. 

When Jackson, Jones and Collins started 
business, the Surry Motor and Coachbuilding Co. 
closed. This was late 1920 and they opened for 
business in the old Market building in Parramatta 
Road, Leichhardt. The first body they built on a 
Rolls-Royce chassis was 64 PE for Mr. Anthony 
Hordern. Later they built a brick building in 
Parramatta Road, Petersham, about } mile from 
where they had started. These people were first 
class body builders and built many bodies on 
Rolls-Royce chassis, but closed their doors early 
in the war years. 


Coachwork detail 17 TC. 


Walter Moriarty whom I mentioned was 
leading body builder for Angas and Son, started 
in business just below Jackson, Jones and Collins. 
He also built a few bodies on Rolls-Royce chassis, 
and carried out repair work. 


Smith and Waddington started about 1920. 


Arthur Smith, Mr. Fairs, and Waddington Pic- 
tures were the founders. Smith was a coachbuilder 


Rolls-Royce P Il chassis 35MC leading a procession. 


Mr. Fairs a painter who worked for a firm named 
May Bros. who were also in Parramatta Road, 
Petersham and Waddington Pictures had the 
money. They rented a building in Parramatta 
Road, Camperdown, near Missenden Road and 
started building bodies on all makes of chassis. 
Dalgety and Co. gave them Rolls-Royce chassis 
to build bodies on; they were cheaper than the 
other people, and also had a standard style of 
body for the 20h.p. and the Silver Ghost. They 
also built bodies on Hudson chassis for Dalgetys, 
had a contract for Taxi bodies and just grew 
taking over more property as required, at one 
stage they were sub agents to Dalgetys for Rolls- 
Royce cars and built a showroom. 


20 h.p. chassis 67 HB body by Peel — Brad Page. 


They grew so fast they started to build 
bodies on White bus chassis for Dalgetys, and 
many of these were sold as they were very 
popular. 

The two main body builders who built the 
frames for the Rolls-Royce chassis were Bill 
Diskin and Bill Molyneaux who, when Smith and 
Waddington closed down, started in business. 
Smith and Waddington incidentally built the big 
concrete building on the corner of Missenden and 
Parramatta Roads. This was the beginning of 
the end; the depression struck, business was bad, 
and they closed. 

Diskin and Molyneaux started in Bayswater 
Road, Rushcutters Bay. They built up a good 
small business and built many Rolls-Royce bodies 
and a few on Bentley chassis. They moved to 
Bexley for larger premises when they got the 
contract to build all bodies for Triumph chassis, 
but closed down in the 1940’s. 
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Bert Ward in his first car — a 1926 bull nose Morris. 


Another old coachbuilder in the Sydney 
suburb of Summer Hill was E. E. Agate. He only 
built a few bodies for Rolls-Royce chassis. Properts 
of Newtown, have been going for years, and 
are still in business. At different times 
they have built bodies on Rolls-Royce chassis, for 
owners only, as they would build a cheap priced 
body to suit the pocket. 

Geo Williams has built a few good bodies on 
Rolls-Royce chassis these last few years, including 
the one on Phantom I chassis 17TC of Ewan 
Camerons, and the one on Geo Harris’ Silver 
Ghost 6TB. He has done some wonderful work 
on restoring the bodies on all models of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley chassis. 

Bert Ward. 


Silver Ghast 6 TB — Federal Rally, Canberra. 


BERT WARD COMMENTS 

Silver Ghost Vibration Damper Overhaul 

F. M. Robinson’s article on page 128 was 
very interesting. An extractor for the removal 
of this unit complete from the crankshaft is 
quite simple to make. I am sure that the one we 
made in 1931 is still in the tool store at York 
Motors. As the 5/16” studs in the hub of the 
damper hold the fan pulley, this pulley also acts 
as a locking plate for the starting handle dog 
nut. The Latter also tightens the damper hub 
onto the crankshaft taper. To make an extrac- 
tor, a piece of 3/8” steel plate, 9” in diameter 
is required. 


In the centre a hole is machined that will 
fit over the starting handle dog nut, so that the 
flange on the nut will not pass through the 
hole. The plate is then drilled to align with the 
fan pulley studs. 

Screw the dog nut onto the end of the crank- 
shaft with the fingers, pass the  extrac- 
tor over it and the pulley studs, screw on the 
5/16” nuts, and with a spanner that fits 
the dog nut, take the pressure. 

With the flange of the nut on the inside 
of the plate, and the pressure hard, give the end 
of the nut a hard hit which should shock the 
hub of the damper off the crankshaft. 

34 litre Bentley B 107 BL 

On page 163 is a photo of a lovely 33 litre 
Drophead Park Ward Bentley owned by Ian 
Cocks. 

During the war years this car was stored 
in Melbourne and in 1947-48 was purchased by an 
ex-R.A.A.F. pilot named James Wright, in Mel- 
bourne. He drove the car (or tried to) to Sydney. 
He had a terrible trip. The car had been stored 
and was not serviced before trying to do the 
trip. 


litre chassis B 107GL. 


Bentley 33 


When he arrived in Sydney, he came to the 
service station, and we checked it right through. 
There was rust in the petrol tank due to 
standing. When touched, holes appeared in the 
tank, which had to be rectified, but the rust had 
travelled throughout the fuel system. Eventually 
the car was made good, and ducoed black. 

It stayed in Sydney for a period, before the 
owner moved to the Mountain View Motel, Hol- 
land Park, Brisbane. During one of his trips to 
Sydney, he was involved in an accident but the 
body was removed to make perfect repairs includ- 
ing one new front guard which was made in 
Sydney. He disposed of this car to purchase a 
Mk. VI Bentley. 

The Charlton Cars 20/25 GGP 19 

How encouraging it is for the Editor and 
myself when we get a reply to an article on a 
ear. I must thank Frank Cove on his wonderful 
follow-up on GG P19. 


As a chassis GG P19 was traded on a 25/30 
chassis to Appleby and Ward, who then sold it 
with our test seats to Mr. E. D. Hordern of Hor- 
dern Bros., a large retail shop in those days in 
Pitt Street, Sydney. He at the time also had a 
20 h.p. chassis which he had made into a utility 
truck used on his farm at Camden. He decided 
the 20/25 would be useful to use on the property 
and drive to his home on the North Shore, which 
he did until he passed away. The last time I saw 
GG P19 was in his garage after his death. R. A. 
Charlton told me that GG P19 when it first had 
the single coupe body fitted, climbed Bull Pan 
Hill in 3rd gear without trouble, which was a 
wonderful feat. 

20 h.p. Rolls-Royce 65 H 5 

Thank you Hedley Ladd for vour information 
on this car after King Cornell sold it. You made 
me remember that we did fit electric S.U. petrol 
pumps on 64H5 for Mr. Cornell. As a rule in 
those days when we did fit electric pumps, we 
left the autovae tank on, but fitted taps in the 
line so either of these svstems could be used. 
I will advise John Fasal in England about your 
article as a copy of my article has been received 
my him from me. 

The Doctor's Car 

Thanks to Mr. Hugh Austin for sending the 
photo of PII 159 TA with the body in its original 
condition, also that he reads the wonderful 
magazine Praeclarvm. I wonder whether he knows 
what happened to his first Phantom II which 
was owned by Dr. Poate of Macquarie Street, 
Svdney before he purehased it? 

25/30 R-R Chassis No. GMD 10 

Len Partridge 

I would like to make a correction to the 
list of results of the 1976 Annual Federal Rally, 
regarding this car. The car was listed as 
a coupe by Diskin and Molyneaux. The body was 
built by Smith and Waddington and first 
fitted to 20 h.p. GNK8, then removed by Smith 
and Waddington and fitted to 20h.p. GCK 69, 
then removed from GCK 69 by Jackson, Jones 
and Collins and fitted to 20/25 GG P19, then re- 
moved again and fitted by Jackson, Jones and 
Collins to 25/30 chassis GMO 10. The only part 
carried out by Diskin and Molyneaux was that 
they were emploved by Smith and Waddington, 
when the body as a coupe was built on GNK 8. 
They refitted the body to GCK 69, still in 
the employ of Smith and Waddington. After all 
these transfers this body was renovated by Jack- 
son, Jones and Collins. 

George Sevenoaks’ Ghosts 

The first car in the photo on page 165 was 
delivered in Sydney due to the louvered bonnet. 
It is a 4-wheel brake 1924 chassis No. 64EU and 
was fitted with a 7-passenger touring body by 
Smith and Waddington and delivered to R. F. 
Evans, of Mudgee, N.S.W. on 11-9-1925. It was 
painted green with black guards. Geo Sevenoaks 
found this car in a chook yard I believe, restored 
it, painted it red, and sold it to the U.S.A. 

The other car in the photo, is 69 TE. a 1921 
model fitted with a Cabriolet Convertible body 
by Cunard of England. This body was designed 
so that the top could be lifted off, and the car 
converted to a touring body. This body was built 
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for Mr. E. D. S. Paul, who was the head of 
Schweppes, who were in Foreaux Street, Sydney. 
It was purchased by Frank Meek when Mr. Paul 
died. 

Mr. Paul had a similar body on a Phantom J 
chassis, and he kept this car in London for many 
years, so that he always had a car to use on 
his frequent trips there. The latter did come 
to Sydney and on Mr. Paul’s death was purchased 
by Francis James who traded it into Geo Seven- 
oaks for a Phantom Il, chassis No. 151 RY. The 
Phantom I car traded in is none other but George’s 
(Pumpkin) chassis No. 42 AL. 

Praeclarvm photo, left bottom of page 180 

I never thought I would see the dav when a 
Past President of the N.S.W. Branch of R.R.O.C. 
would go all mod. Fancy selling his electric shaver 
and growing all that fuz just so he could buy a 
lousy bottle of Johnny Walker (Scotch). Just as 
well that iced water is cheap. 


DON APPLEBY’S ALBUM 


Don Appleby of York Motors Pty, Ltd., Sydney produced a collection 


of photos of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in Australia that he hos 


gathered over the years. Bert Ward was called on to provide the 


captions. If anyone can add to the information, please advise the Editor. 
No. 1 Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. Chassis 83K5 
20h.p. Chassis No. 88K5 was deseribed in 
my article on the Charlton family in Praeclarvm 
76—1. A full history of this car was included as 
it was the first Rolls-Rovece bought by R. A. 
Charlton. This photo was taken in September 
1924. On the running board is Don Appleby’s 
mother and sister now deceased. In the front 


of the car is Don Appleby then 3-years-old. This 
ear has been re-built both mechanically and the 
body rebuilt by John Vawser and Geo Williams, 
and is owned by Club Members Mrs. and Mr. 
R. Johnson. 


No. 2 Rolls-Royce 20h.p. Chassis GSK10 

This was the first 20h.p. 4 speed gearbox 
4-wheel brake car to arrive in Australia about 
the end of 1925. This photo was taken outside 
the corner of the Rolls-Royce Service Station, at 
the Corner of Balfour and Wellington Streets, 
Chippendale, N.S.W. Early in 1926 the seat on 
the chassis was our test seat, and the front guards 
were compulsory by law. Sitting on the seat is 
Jack Burnett a Rolls-Royce mechanic. 

The chassis as seen in the photo was used 
as a demonstrator, to sell this new model. This 
chassis was sold by the first lady salesman, Miss 


Windeyer, daughter of Mr. Justice Windeyer, to 
B. Burdekin who was a Barrister in Sydney. The 
chassis was used by B. Burdekin in this condition, 
until he decided to get Smith and Waddington 
to build a touring body to his own design. In photo 
No. 11 you will see this chassis with the body 
completed. 

The complete car was delivered 19-5-26. 
During World War H we had petrol rationing in 
Australia. This car was used privately and was 
only allowed a small amount of petrol per month. 
So B. Burdekin did not use the car, and it was 
garaged at Darlinghurst. 

The driver, Ernie Douglas, had to take 
GSK10 out each week for a 20 mile drive, so that 
the car would be kept in good running order and 
the car was kept as if it was used every day. 

GSK10 was only owned by B. Burdekin and 
in the 1960's he gave the car to the Technological 
Museum. The last time I was GSK10 it was 
packed away in an old wool shed in Botany 
amongst a lot of other old vehicles. The tyres 
were flat , it was covered in dust. It was sad to 
see this lovely original car, left to rust. 


Lest members drive the Curator to distraction — the car is in reasonable 
storage and cannot be released for storage, display or restoration as it is 
in trust. Even George Green tried without success. — Editor. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check infor- 
mation published in Praeclarvm, no responsibility 
can be accepted for errors. 


Contributions 

The Editor would be grateful for any 
memorablia, photos, advertisements, accounts of 
restorations, memories of experiences of cars 
owned or known or any other material that deals 
with Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 


Subscriptions 

Praeclarvm is available on a subscription 
basis to non-members and for those members who 
may wish an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry 
no membership privileges. Rates are as follows: 


Australia $Aust10 
North America $US10. 
Elsewhere $Aus7.50. 


; All rates quoted are for surface mail. The 
issue of expiry on subscriptions is imprinted on 
the right hand top corner of the address label. 
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No other advice of renewal will be sent. Airmail 
subscriptions can be arranged by negotiation. 


Back Copies 

All copies of Praeclarvm are kept in print 
and are available at $Aust1.25 postage paid sur- 
face mail or $US1.35. 

All enquiries relating to the above should be 
addressed to the Editor (Address at Masthead). 


ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM I SERVICE 
SHEETS 

This 450 page book is compiled from Spring- 
field Maintenance Bulletins, Derby Depot Sheets, 
appropriate Flying Lady articles and other choice 
bits. It covers Springfield and Derby P-I’s. 

It will be ready in September, 1976. 

Send your order to the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club Inc., Box 2001, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055, 
U.S.A. The price is $US25. Personal Australian 
cheques for the equivalent are acceptable but add 
$Al for brokerage. 
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